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Introduction

Early Years education is the foundation upon which young children build the rest of their schooling. It is a
holistic education that encompasses all learning and development.

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at
Fremington Primary School.

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of practitioners working in the EYFS setting, including
both teaching and non-teaching adults.

In the policy the term ‘setting’ refers to the Early Years educational provision at Fremington Primary School.
This is available to children who enter school in the term they turn 3 in to our Nursery through to Reception.

In the policy the term ‘practitioner’ refers to the members of staff working with children within the setting.
Aims
In the EYFS setting at Fremington Primary School we believe that all children are entitled to the best

possible start in their school life, both intellectually and emotionally, to enable them to develop their full
potential.
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We aim to support each child’s welfare, learning and developmental needs by:

e Recognising that all children are unique and special.

e Understanding that children develop in individual ways and at varying rates - physically, cognitively,
linguistically, socially and emotionally.

e Providing a safe, secure and caring environment where children feel happy and know that they are
valued by the practitioners looking after them.

e Fostering and nurturing children’s self-confidence and self-esteem through their developing
awareness of their own identity and role within the community.

e Teaching them to express and communicate their needs and feelings in appropriate ways.

e Encouraging children’s independence and decision-making, supporting them to learn through their
mistakes.

* Developing children’s understanding of social skills and the values and codes of behaviour required
for people to work together harmoniously.

e Supporting children to develop care, respect and appreciation for others, including those with
beliefs, cultures and opinions differ to their own.

e Understanding the importance of play in children’s learning and development.

e Providing learning experiences in play which reflect children’s personal interests and areas of
curiosity in order to encourage and develop their natural desire, interest, excitement and motivation
to learn.

e Providing experiences which build on children’s existing knowledge and understanding in order to
challenge, stimulate and extend their learning and development.

e Providing effective learning opportunities in a range of environments, inside and outside.

e Providing opportunities and experiences for children to become responsible and active members
of the school community.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Teaching in the EYFS setting at Fremington Primary School is delivered in accordance with the
government’s statutory document ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage-setting the
standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five (April 2017). This document is
a principled approach to Early Years education, bringing together children’s welfare, learning and
development requirements through four themes: ‘A Unique Child’, ‘Positive Relationships’, ‘Enabling
Environments’ and ‘Children Learn in Different Ways and at Different Rates.’

At Fremington Primary School we provide a carefully structured curriculum based on the ‘Early Years
Foundation Stage’ we offer provision which takes account of the differing starting points of the children in
the Early Years across the seven areas of learning.

The Development Statements provide a progression from Nursery through to the end of Reception.
Children are provided with activities and experiences that allow them to achieve their full developmental
potential. Activities are designed to challenge and extend their skills and knowledge.

The curriculum is based around Prime and Specific areas of learning, where the three prime areas
underpin all of a child’s learning experiences.

The teaching within the Early Years takes into account the ‘Characteristics of learning’ of individual
learners to ensure that they are supported and taught in ways that suit them best.

The seven areas of learning support, foster, promote and develop children’s well-being and
development.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This is crucial for all aspects of life which will give the children the best opportunity for success in all
other areas of learning. Each child needs a positive sense of him/herself and respect for others.

Communication and Language Development

The key skills will develop confidence in communication, teaching speaking, listening and understanding
in a variety of settings and purposes.
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Physical Development

Children will develop the skills of co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement both in fine motor
and gross motor movement. It helps children to gain confidence and feel positive about being healthy
and active. This promotes a positive feeling of well-being.

Literacy

Learners will have a wide range of books read to them and will read simple texts for themselves. Familiar
books will help learners rehearse phrases and interesting vocabulary that will become part of their own
speech and ultimately writing. They will also be provided with a range of opportunities for writing and
mark making for a variety of purposes. The school uses the Letters and Sounds document and jolly
phonics to support our teaching of phonics.

Mathematics

We will develop confidence and competence in learning and using key skills. This includes counting,
sorting, matching, seeking patterns, making connections, recognising relationships and working with
numbers, shapes, space and measures.

Understanding of the World

Crucial skills of problem solving, exploring and understanding will help them to make sense of the world.
Foundations are developed for the later teaching of Science, Desigh and Technology, History,
Geography and I.C.T.

Expressive Arts and Design

Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. It enables children to make connections and extend
their thoughts, feelings and understanding. It will include art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative
activities.

Active Learning through Play

At Fremington Primary School we recognise that young children learn best when they are active. We
understand that active learning involves other people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve
children for sustained periods. Therefore, we believe that Early Years education should be as practical as
possible and our EYFS setting has an ethos of learning through play.

We recognise the importance of children’s play. It is an essential and rich part of their learning process,
supporting them in all areas of development. Play is a powerful motivator encouraging children to be
creative and to develop their ideas, understanding and language. Play is also flexible and able to suit the
preferred learning style of the child. It can provide multiple ways for children to learn a variety of different
skills and concepts.

In the EYFS setting at Fremington Primary School practitioners provide both structured and unstructured
play opportunities inside and outside. These activities are designed to engage children in practical, first-
hand experiences which will support children to discover, explore, investigate, develop their personal
interests and areas of curiosity, and help to make sense of the world around them as they begin to
understand specific concepts. Play opportunities are also set up to provide children with opportunities to
apply newly acquired knowledge, demonstrating their skills and level of understanding. We ensure there
is a mix of adult-led and child-led learning opportunities.

In providing these active learning opportunities through play we understand the central position of play
within the EYFS framework. This is essentially a play based curriculum and pedagogy as the provision of
play opportunities underpins its delivery within settings.

Assessment and Record Keeping

Ongoing assessment is an essential aspect of the effective running of the EYFS setting at Fremington
Primary School. Regular, planned and focused assessments are made of children’s learning and individual
needs. A record of each child’s progress in all areas of their learning is kept by retaining and filing their
assessment data.

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 3



The main EYFS assessment method is through practitioners’ observations of children in different teaching
and learning contexts, including both adult focused activities (which include direct teaching and guided
groups) and child initiated play. Observations take place on a daily basis (both formally and informally).
Practitioners make time to carry out planned observations of individuals and groups of children regularly.
They also make spontaneous observations in order to capture significant moments of children’s learning.
Observations are recorded on Class Dojo, an online system. All practitioners are involved in observing
children. Practitioners use observations to support their developing knowledge of individual children. It
informs them of children’s abilities, needs, interests, play schemas and learning styles. Observations are
evaluated, children’s learning priorities are identified and relevant learning opportunities are planned to
support children to make the next steps and progress.

Other methods of assessing children in the EYFS setting include engaging alongside children in their play,
annotation of children’s written work, talking with children about their task or play and in Learning Journeys
and working with parents. Parents are given the opportunity to add their own observations to Class Dojo
to inform the school of ‘new learning’ that has happened in the home. We also collect evidence from other
adults working within the school and to input into children’s Learning Journeys.

Learning Journeys record children’s progress over the academic year in all Areas of Learning and
Development of the EYFS framework. Samples of children’s work are gathered, along with photographic
evidence and observations. These are recorded using our online Learning Journey (Class Dojo) which
tracks the children’s assessment and progress. This is shared with parents using a secure login system.

There is continuous monitoring and assessment of each child’s development using the Early Years
Foundation Stage Profile Handbook (2019). This is updated at the end of each term to track individual
progress. At the end of the year it provides a summary of every child’s development and learning
achievements. Baseline assessment is carried out using the EYFS Profile during the children’s first six
weeks upon entering the setting. Judgments made on children’s development in the Profile are based on
practitioners’ evidence of children’s behaviour observed independently and consistently in their self-
initiated activities across all Areas of Learning and Development.

Progress and attainment against the Development Bands is tracked for all children on an EYFS tracking
system called Class Dojo. This is updated termly and reports on children’s development across the 7 areas
of learning and the Characteristics of Learning. Parents have access to their child’s profile on Class Dojo
and have opportunities throughout the year to look through and add to their child’s Learning Journey which
supports the judgements that are being made by practitioners. Parents meet with Teachers twice a year,
in October and February and a written report is created annually and presented to parents in July (for
Nursery children and Reception), after which they are invited to meet with the EYFS Team to discuss if
neccessary.

Internal moderation of children’s evidence is undertaken 3 times a year and issues arising are fed back to
the SLT.

Learning Journeys form part of the work scrutiny and planning evaluation and monitoring undertaken by
the SLT on a termly basis.

The Senior Leadership team meet with teachers 3 times a year to analyse pupil progress. During this
meeting cohorts are discussed and particular groups of children are tracked. Children with Special
Educational Needs, children in receipt of Pupil Premium Funding and those who are seen to be ‘More able’
are highlighted.

Planning

Planning takes place collaboratively between all of those working within Reception and Nursery and is
used to meet children’s needs socially and academically based upon observations and assessments of
individual learners. It is underpinned by four themes and principles: A Unique Child, Positive
Relationships, Enabling Environments and Learning and Development and the 16 commitments that
support them.
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¢ Planning will take place on a weekly basis taking into account both the needs of the children and
their particular interests and learning styles whilst using the Development statements as a
means of continuity and progression for their learning.

» The views of the learners are sought at the beginning of each topic to support the planning for
progression in the next learning.

e The needs of the learners will be fully understood by careful observation of their play,
assessment during adult led tasks and through their own self-reflection.

o The learners will be given opportunities to explore and develop learning experiences, which help
them make sense of the world through structured play.

e They will be given the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their
own. They will communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.

e The learning environment is planned for both indoors and outdoors to encourage a positive
attitude to learning that is not exclusive to a classroom setting and provides different approaches
and tasks to be adapted to different learning styles. The children make their own selection of the
activities on offer as this encourages independent learning.

e Planning covers 3 daily direct teach sessions for Reception (topic, phonics and maths), guided
groups sessions (reading, literacy/phonics and maths) and objective led planning to ensure
children reach their next steps within continuous provision. In the Nursery direct teach sessions
happen at the start of each new session (twice a day) and focus on topic. There are twice daily
guided groups in Nursery which rotate on a weekly basis through maths, funky fingers (fine motor
skills) and phonics.

e Texts that teach support every topic for children in Reception and Nursery and form the basis of
topic planning ensuring all children learn through high quality texts.

We use the EYFS Statutory Framework to inform our planning and we have developed long term,
medium term and short term plans to implement the document.

Reading

e Each Reception child has a reading diary, which is taken home each day and serves as a record
of books shared with a parent or carer. The children are encouraged to comment on the book that
has been read to them. Parents and carers are encouraged to comment on the child’s reactions or
thoughts. The class teacher adds a written comment, twice week, in each diary.

e Banded reading books are used to support the development of reading across the class. We use
both guided reading book sets and phonically decodable individual books.

Parents as Partners

At Fremington Primary School we recognise the importance of establishing positive relationships with
parents, as highlighted by the EYFS framework. We understand that an effective partnership between
school and home will have a positive impact
on children’s learning and development. So, practitioners endeavour to encourage the regular sharing of
information about the children with parents.

We value the role of parents as children’s primary educators. Practitioners encourage parents to share
their unique knowledge of their child, providing further insight into the child as an individual (e.g.
characteristics, interests, experiences, likes, dislikes). This supports practitioners in establishing
interesting and stimulating learning experiences, responding to children’s needs and interests.

Parents are kept informed of what is happening in the setting through Class Dojo, regular letters, reading
records and informal chats at the beginning and end of the day. Weekly home learning suggestions are
sent out which include new sounds and tricky words to practise and consolidate and an example of maths
work covered in class alongside an optional activity to do at home. Termly a themed project based around
Understanding the World is suggested to do at home. (see home learning policy). Whole school
newsletters are also sent home on a weekly and monthly basis.

Parents are invited in to school for phonics workshops with their child and open afternoons.
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Supervision and Ratios

In our EYFS provision, we aim for children to learn and develop in a safe and nurturing environment
where all children and their families feel welcome and included. The children will be guided through a
differentiated curriculum covering a full range of activities. There is an excellent standard of individual
care due to the ratios of adults to children as defined below:

Following the Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage (EYFS) staffing arrangements
must meet the needs of all the children and ensure their safety. This policy is to reinforce the guidance of
the EYFS and also adopt the guidance of the NSPCC on supervision:

1 The ratio requirements set out the minimum numbers of staff that must be present with the children
at any time. It may, according to circumstances, be necessary to exceed these minimum requirements.
The provider should consider at all times whether there is adequate supervision of children and ensure
that the needs of the individual children being cared for are met.

2 The numbers of children set out below represent the maximum numbers of children who may be
provided for by early years providers. However, the maximum number of children who may be
appropriately cared for by a particular provider may be fewer than the maximum numbers given here. In
registered provision, Ofsted will make a judgement about the overall maximum numbers of children that
a particular provider may be registered to care for which will be set out in the conditions of registration.
This judgement will be based on factors such as the amount of space available.

3 The ratios relate to staff time available to work directly with children. Sufficient suitable staff must be
available to cover staff breaks, holidays, sickness and time spent with parents, in order to ensure that the
ratio and qualification requirements are always met in relation to the staff working directly with the
children. Additional staff may be required to undertake management tasks, prepare meals, maintain
premises and equipment and so on.

4 The ratios include any children of staff or volunteers. Any care provided for older children must not
adversely affect the care of children receiving early years provision.

5 There must be at least two adults on duty in a setting at any time when children are present.

Early Years provider ratios:

Where a person with Qualified Teacher Status, Early Years Professional Status or another suitable level
6 qualification (which is full and relevant, and defined by CWDC) is working directly with the children, the
following requirements apply:
e there must be at least one member of staff for every 13 children;
e at least one other member of staff must hold a full and relevant level 3 (or above) qualification (as
defined by CWDC).

Where a person with Qualified Teacher Status, Early Years Professional Status or another suitable level
6 qualification is not working directly with the children, the following requirements apply:
e there must be at least one member of staff for every eight children;
¢ at least one member of staff must hold a full and relevant level 3 (or above) qualification (as
defined by CWDC);
e at least half of all other staff must hold a full and relevant level 2 qualification (as defined by
CWDC).

The EYFS does not place ratio and qualification requirements on reception classes in schools provided
they fall within the legal definition of an infant class (i.e. a class containing pupils the majority of whom
will reach the age of five, six, or seven during the course of the school year). Such classes are already
subject to infant class size legislation: an infant class must not contain more than 30 pupils while an
ordinary teaching session is conducted by a single school teacher.

Key Workers
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Each child in the Nursery is also supported by a key person enabling an immediate point of contact from
induction through to transition to school and the child’s next stage of learning. Children benefit most from
their pre school education when parents and families work together in partnership for the best outcomes
of each child.

When children first start in the EYFS we inform parents/carers of the name of the key person and explain
the key person’s role. The key person helps ensure that every child’s learning and care is tailored to
meet their individual needs and to help the child become familiar with the setting. The key person seeks
to engage and support parents/carers in guiding their child’s development at home and build a
relationship with the child’s parents. They also help families engage with more specialist support if
appropriate. At all times the key person has and can access the support and guidance of the EYFS
Leader, Lizzy Toon.

Admissions to the Nursery (see updated nursery policy)

Starting School in the Nursery

Children may gain a place in our Nursery from the age of 3. There are 3 intakes of children throughout
the year and parents are offered the opportunity to attend an induction meeting and make an
appointment to view the school. Home visits are made to meet children in their home environment and
find out about their interests. This aids a smooth transition into school.

Admissions to Reception (please see admissions policy)

Starting School in the Reception Class

Parents and children will be invited to induction sessions where they will be able to ask questions about
areas such as uniform and lunchtimes and meet members of staff. Parents are invited to an induction
evening. Children are then invited for an induction morning. Please note that all pupils will enter the
reception classes together regardless of birthday unless parents opt for deferred, delayed or part-time
entry.

Home visits will be undertaken at this stage for parents whose child has not been in our Nursery.

Links with Pre School and other Nurseries

Working closely with Pre Schools and Nurseries in the locality is very important in aiding a smooth
transition for parents and children and plays an important role in making children feel safe and secure in
a new environment. At Fremington Primary School we do this through visits to other settings, sharing of
documents and telephone conversations to ensure a smooth transition for all children.

Links and Transition to Y1

The transition into Y1 from Foundation Stage is carried out smoothly by the development of strong links
with KS1. There are several meetings concerning the compilation of class lists and information
exchange. The children’s attainment is shared with new teachers and the curriculum is designed to
support the varying needs of the children through a continuation of EYFS provision where needed. Any
exceeding judgements are agreed by both Reception teachers and Year 1 teachers in a moderation
process.

Where appropriate children will continue to work towards the ELG and this will be evident within Y1
planning.

Links to other policies

= Equal Opportunities
= Health and Safety
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= Home/School Agreement
= SEN

= Admissions Palicy

= Home Learning Policy

= Parent Partnership Policy
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