
 
 

 

19th May 2020- Re-opening of School 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to you to give you some further information about the phased re-opening of Fremington 

Primary School. As you will be aware, there is a significant challenge in managing the safe return of 

more significant numbers of pupils safely, whilst continuing to provide support for children of key 

workers and vulnerable children. Our top priority is to do our upmost to provide a safe school 

environment for our pupils and staff as well as their families.  

Our aims for opening the school: 

• To provide a calm welcoming environment which places safety first, so as to increase the focus on 

pupil learning; 

• To provide a sustainable safe environment for all with managed risks to support future increased 

provision; 

• To provide clear stepped guidance for staff, parents and pupils on future provision as and when 

guidance from the government changes. 

• To continue to support key worker children and vulnerable pupils at school; 

• To provide suitably qualified staff to support pupil’s learning; 

• To provide support for the reintegration of pupils into the school in terms of well-being, mental 

health, learning and socialisation; 

• To provide support to families and their children, who may have experienced bereavement or 

other COVID-19 related tragedies; 

• To identify and support small consistent working groups with consistent places to work in with 

suitably qualified and experienced adults; 

• To support on line learning for those not attending school, whilst recognising staffing capacity will 

become increasingly focused on site; 

• To support the induction and transition of pupils from Y6 to Y7  

• To support vulnerable staff and pupils, who are unable to attend school; 

• To provide a sustainable manageable, clean learning environment; 

• To promote a high level of confidence in the leadership and management of the school through 

effective partnership with parents throughout the pandemic. 



 
 

 

 

We have made the difficult decision to re-open the school on a rota basis so that we can safely 

manage returning children within the guidance set out by the government.  A significant challenge 

for us has been ensuring that we have enough staff and space to re-open safely. As you can imagine 

we have a number of staff who are vulnerable (due to pregnancy, shielding, underlying health 

conditions and self-isolation) and not able to return to school as yet. If we had all Nursery, 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils plus key worker children on site without a rota, there could be 

up to 200 children on site- a number too difficult for us to manage safely with the space and staff 

available. 

The school will be running a two weekly timetable for Reception, Year One and Year Six, whilst 

maintaining continuous provision for the rising numbers of key workers’ children returning and 

limited nursery provision. We will also continue to run good quality online learning for those 

children at home for ALL year groups. We understand and appreciate how a rota system might make 

it difficult for many parents who have been asked to return to work, however, we need to ensure 

that safety is put first in our planning, the government have asked employers to be mindful of this.  

Guidance is clear that children should be in classes of no more than 15 to allow for social distancing, 

we have allowed 10 per group for our Year 6 pupils as room sizes are smaller. A rota allows us to 

have small groups of less than 15 with a teacher and teaching assistant in each group. 

 

Week A 

(1st June) 

Nursery Tigers- Yr 6 Otters Fireflies Key workers and 

vulnerable pupils- 

continuous Week B 

(8th June) 

Lions- Yr 6 Foxes Butterflies 

 

We will publish our full risk assessment on our website, however a summary of some of the key 

measures we have taken to ensure safety are as follows: 

 Children will be taught in ‘bubble’ groups which do not mix with other groups. These groups 

have their own classroom space, outside space, cleaning equipment, play equipment and 

learning equipment. The same staff will be with this group wherever possible, including an 

assigned lunchtime assistant. 

 We will use 5 separate entrances and exits to the school site with an arrival window of 8.45-

9.15 am (see plan below) Only one parent should bring children to school. 

 Children in classes (not key worker children) will need to attend full time, every day so that 

there is reduced movement around the school/ limited use of corridors 



 
 

 

 There will be regular and systematic cleaning of learning areas and toilets 

 Children will have lunch in their own classrooms and have staggered playtimes in lunchtimes 

in their ‘zones’. Boxed meals will be available from the kitchen and brought to classes. 

 Children will have their own school equipment, KS2 children please bring a named pencil 

case which must then stay in school.  Items from home will not be allowed, reading books 

will not be taken home. 

 We will use thermometers to check temperatures of adults and children as required 

 We will use PPE for intimate care and first aid 

 Masks are not recommended for use with children in schools, however some parents may 

choose to send children them. Staff will not be able to enforce children wearing them. 

 Parents will not be able to come into the school buildings unless they have an agreed 

appointment/ meeting 

 As you will appreciate, social distancing is very difficult with younger children- we will take 

measures to support children in class with distancing, however cannot guarantee this as you 

will understand. 

 Children attending school (other than key worker groups) will need to be in full time, daily to 

ensure safety and reduce movement to and from the school.  

 We reserve the right to send home or refuse entry to any pupils (or staff) who are displaying 

corona virus symptoms and would ask them to self-isolate for 14 and seek a test. Testing is 

now widely available to anyone over the age of 5. Pupils who have a negative test result will 

be able to return to school. We have two isolation rooms in school for pupils who develop 

symptoms during the school day. 

Dropping off:  (Children straight to class through fire exit doors) Teachers on duty at gates.  

Reception- please go through Reception gates- use social distancing, follow the signage 

Year One: drop off to staff member at bottom swimming pool gate (next to hairdresser) 

Year Six: Come through the field gate, walk straight to class 

Nursery- Use Nursery side gate 

KS1/R Key workers- Use side door next to main entrance 

KS2 Key workers: drop children at playground gate 



 
 

 

 

Collection at the end of the day: 

Children will be collected from the same gates, except for KS2 Key worker children- parents may 

come into the playground and use social distancing- children will be released to parents from fire 

exits. The normal school end of the day times are already staggered. 

Please be aware that your child will not necessarily have their teacher or teaching assistant and may 

not be in a group with their friends, although we have tried to make an effort to place friendship 

groups together where possible. 

Please note that if a family does not take up a place on the first given date for the respective year 

group to join the school and then wish their child to return to school, they must contact us to ensure 

that there is sufficient staff and rooms available and allocate them a ‘bubble group’.   

Wrap Around Care 

The school will be running a breakfast club from 8am every morning. To book a place please email 

breakfastclub@fremingtonprimary.org. The club costs £3.50 with breakfast, £3.00 without breakfast 

or £1.50 from 8.30am. Bright stars are also running a club at their premises for anyone needing care 

before 8am. 

After school care- Bright Stars Nursery will be running an after school club on their premises, 

collecting children from school. Please contact Bright Stars directly to book a place (01271 321277). 

You will also need to complete their registration forms. The school will not be running after school 

care. 

mailto:breakfastclub@fremingtonprimary.org


 
 

 

Offsite provision 

Offsite educational provision at home will continue for those not in school, including those pupils 

who are not able to attend due to medical conditions or are shielding a vulnerable person at home. 

Teachers will continue to maintain contact with you through class dojo, however please be aware 

the majority of them will also be teaching full time in school, so our response times will be slower 

than before. 

How will my child be educated if they attend school? 

Each child will be allocated to a small learning group (a teacher an Teaching assistant) and will be 

allocated a room to learn in. Where possible this will be kept as constant as possible. After a short 

period of pupil adjustment, learning will be supported using a mixture of project work, PSHE, formal 

learning and outdoor learning.  

Does my child need to attend school? 

Attendance at school is not compulsory for any child. Each school will provide onsite provision for 

relevant year groups and continued off site work. Supporting off site and onsite provision will be 

very challenging for schools as more staff work with children in school, so I would ask parents to be 

aware of this. 

I want to thank you again for your considerable support over recent months and I hope that in 

partnership we can further open schools in a safe and stepped process, protecting you and the 

children in so far as possible. I must, however, be clear that the learning environment may carry risks 

of infection from Coronavirus and that what we aim to do is reduce risk. You will find a copy of our 

risk assessment on the school website under Key Information. It is also important to make you aware 

that if any pupil or staff member within a ‘bubble’ has a positive corona test, the staff, pupils and 

their families of that ‘bubble’ must self-isolate for 14 days. 

The Government must aim to win the confidence of parents, staff and pupils in safely returning 

children to school. It is imperative that we plan meticulously to ensure your safety and move at a 

pace where lives come first.  

If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact the school on 01271 373979, via 

email admin@Fremingtonprimary.org or via class dojo. 

We aim to keep you informed of any further re-opening as government guidance changes.  

Many thanks for your continued support at this very difficult time, 

Lorna Kimberley 

Head Teacher 
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