
English Home Learning WC 15.06.20 

Focus Text: The Rainbow Fish 

Golden Words: beautiful, friends, many, who, past, water 
Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 

This week we will be reading ‘The Rainbow Fish’ written by Marcus 
Fister.  
 
Listen to the story being read or watch the animated version: 
The Rainbow Fish: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFORvXhub28&t=24s 
Watch the animated version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifXlc0QI2kY  
 
Discuss: 
Who is the central character in the story? 
Discuss the Rainbow Fish’s thoughts and feelings through the story. 
Are they positive or negative? 
Do his thoughts and feelings stay the same or change through the 
story? 
What is the moral of this story? 
 
Task: 
Create a story map to retell the main events. 
 
Superstars (click here) – Identify the key parts of the story and draw a 
picture for each part (in the boxes). Place a cross above or below each 
drawing on the +10 (positive) to -10 (negative) scale to show whether 
the Rainbow Fish feels positive or negative at each part of the story. 
 
Fantastics (click here)  – Use the pictures to help you to sequence the 
key parts of the story. Either stick them or draw them into the boxes. 
Discuss with a grown up whether the Rainbow Fish is happy or sad at 
each point on the story.  
 
I have also uploaded a Rainbow Fish song that I found (click here)  – 
if you have time you could have a go at singing it- just for fun  

Today we are going to think about how we could 
describe the Rainbow Fish. We will collect a bank 
of describing words that we can use tomorrow to 
write a character description. 
 
Watch The Rainbow Fish again. As you watch 
think about how we could describe Rainbow Fish’s 
appearance (what he looks like), his personality 
(what his character is like) and his thoughts and 
feelings. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFORvXhub28
&t=24s 
 
Task:  
Role on the Wall 
 
Superstars (click here)  – Around the outside of the 
fish outline, write words or phrases that describe 
the Rainbow Fish’s appearance and on the inside of 
the fish outline, write words or phrases that 
describe his personality, thoughts and feelings. You 
can magpie words and phrases from the book as 
well as think of some of your own. 
 
Fantastics (click here) – Complete the same task as 
Superstars. There is a bank of words that you can 
sort into ones that describe what he looks like and 
ones that describe his personality/thoughts/feelings. 
 
 

Today we are going to use the word bank we created 
yesterday to write a description of The Rainbow Fish. 
 
We need to describe his appearance and personality. Read 
my example of a character description. 
Superstars (click here) 
Fantastics (click here) 
 
Remember: 

 rehearse your sentence before writing it 
 use capital letters and full stops 
 use the sound mat to help with your spellings – 

say words slowly to hear all of the sounds in the 
word 

 think about your word choices – are you creating 
the correct picture in the reader’s mind 

 think about how you can start your sentences in 
different ways (The Rainbow Fish, He has/is, His) 

 
Task: 
Character description 
 
Superstars  – Write sentences to describe the Rainbow 
Fish. You could use two adjectives before a noun to 
describe, separated by a comma (magnificent, shimmering 
scales). You could also include conjunctions to add more 
information (and, but, or, when, if, that, because) 
 
Fantastics – Write sentences to describe the Rainbow Fish 
using adjectives (describing words) collected yesterday. 
You could join two ideas using ‘and or ‘but’. 
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