


  

What might you use to measure the length or height 
these objects? 
 
What unit of measure would we measure them in?  



  

Measuring Length Tools 

ruler 

Metre stick 

Tailoring/sewing/soft 
tape measure 

Tape 
measure 



  

Most rulers have two units of measure, centimetres 
and inches. We are going to be learning about 
centimetres (cm).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Centimetres are a standard unit of measure meaning 
that a cm on one ruler is the same size on every 
ruler. Why is this important? 

Centimetres (cm) 

inches (in) 



  

Let’s look at this pencil being measured with 2 different 
types of cubes. 

10 cubes long        5 cubes long 

The same pencil measures different lengths.  
 

Imagine ordering a bed 120          long but the shop give 

you a bed that is 120       long! Your bed would be too 

small.  
 

Centimetres are the same on every ruler all over the world! 



  

Length 
Language 

 
Discuss the 

meaning of these 
words 



  

Measuring with a ruler 
Step 1 

Make sure you have 
the centimetre (cm) 
scale against your 
object.  

Centimetres (cm) 



  

Step 2 

Place one end of the object in 
line with the 0cm mark or first 
mark on the cm scale. Do not 
measure from the end of the 
ruler. 



  

Step 3 

To find the length of the object to the 
nearest centimetre, round the length 
up or down to the nearest number on 
the ruler. 



  

Step 4 

Write down the length of the object in centimetres (cm). 
 
The scissors are 7cm long. 



  

Your Turn 
Use a ruler or measuring tape that you have at home to 
measure the length or height of objects in cm.  
 
1. Estimate (a good guess) the length of the object in cm. 
2. Measure the object to the nearest cm. 
3. Use previous measurements to help you to make more 

accurate estimates.   
4. Record your measurements. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you don’t have a ruler or measuring tape, practise using this 
game: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/measuring-in-
cm 
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