
Telling the  
Time in Blocks 
Of 5 Minutes 



Recap 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a quick practise of telling the times to each 5 
minutes past the hour before you move on. 

 



If the minute hand is before the 6, we say how many minutes past (after) the hour 
it is. 

 
If the minute hand is after the 6, we say how many minutes there are to the next 

hour.  
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The clock is showing 40 minutes past 12. But we don’t say it this way. If the 
minute hand is after the 6, we say how many minutes there are to the next 

hour. 
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Start at the o’clock (12) and count back (anti-clockwise) to where the minute 
and is pointing. How many minutes to the next hour? What will the next 

hour be? 
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20 minutes to 1 
There are 20 minutes until 1 o’clock. 

15 

20 

0 

Start at the o’clock 
(12) and count back 
(anti-clockwise) to 
where the minute and 
is pointing. 



What time is shown 
on this clock? 
 
Start at the o’clock 
(12) and count back 
(anti-clockwise) to 
where the minute and 
is pointing. 
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10 minutes to 4 
There are 10 minutes until 4 o’clock. 

0 

Start at the o’clock 
(12) and count back 
(anti-clockwise) to 
where the minute and 
is pointing. 



Practise with the clock you made. Remember, when the 
minute hand points to the 9, we still say quarter to. 
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Let’s try without the minutes labelled. What times are shown? 



Let’s try without the minutes labelled. What times are shown? 

5 minutes to 4 25 minutes to 12 10 minutes to 9 



Session 3 Task 
 Complete the session 3 task. If you are unable to print, use your practise clock 
to read times and make times for each 5 minute to the hour. 


