
Year 2 Writing Help Sheet 

When writing children should be encouraged to: 

 
 Use phonics to spell words (in Year 2 children are expected to spell most phonetic words correctly. If 

a word can be sounded out, then Year 2 children are expected to be able to choose the correct 
spelling for most sounds. E.g. choosing   paint instead of   paynt). 

 Sound words out before writing if they do not know how to spell them and listen to all of 
the sounds in a word. They could write the word using the different spellings for the sound 
and see which one looks right. 
E.g. children should be encouraged to write ‘night’ not ‘nit’, ‘sharp’ not ‘shap’, ‘sweet’, not 
‘swet’.  

 Encourage your child to have a go at spelling a words themselves before you help them 
 Use the sound mat uploaded on the school website 

 
 Spell common exception words (golden words) correctly. See the Common Exception Word Activities 

Booklet on the website for a word list and we will let you know each week, the golden words that 
link to the writing. 
 

 Use a capital letter at the start of a sentence and for names of people and places. 
 

 Punctuate every sentence correctly with a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark. If your child 
forgets to use a full stop, encourage them to read their writing out loud so they can hear where they 
naturally pause and add them in.  
 

 Say a sentence before writing it down to ensure it makes sense. Then ask them to read back through 
their writing to check it makes sense.  
 

 Add more information to their sentence using conjunctions. We have learnt how to use: when, if, that, 
because, or, and, but  E.g. Young boys could begin knight training when they were seven. 
 

 Include questions when it was appropriate in a text (in letters, headings in information texts and 
during speech in a story) 
 

 Encourage your child to use the correct letter formation and to write on the line. 

Greater Depth Writers should be encouraged to: 

 Think carefully about the reader as they write, drawing on their reading to inform their vocabulary 
and grammar. 

 Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing. 

 Use a variety of punctuation correctly: question marks, exclamation marks, full stops and capital 
letters. 

 Include words with suffixes and spell most correctly (e.g. -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly). 


