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Daily      News

Paper Bottles 

We’re focussing on all things eco-friendly this 
month in Twinkl NewsRoom. So, to kick us 
off, we’re looking at how people are trying to 
reduce plastic pollution!

Coca-Cola is going to trial its first-ever paper 
bottles later this year.

 2000 bottles, made up of a thick paper outer 
layer with a thin recyclable plastic lining and 
cap, will go on sale in Hungary.

 Coca-Cola said that making a paper bottle 
is part of its mission to get rid of plastic waste 
from its products by 2030.

 Daniela Zahariea works for Coca-Cola. She 
said the trial “is a milestone for us in our quest 
to develop a paper bottle.”

 They hope to eventually develop a bottle 
that is completely made of paper and so can be 
recycled with other paper waste.

 It’s not just Coca-Cola though, many 
companies are looking for new ways to use 
less plastic.

 Last year, Lego began testing paper bags in 
their boxes instead of single-use plastic ones.

 The British supermarket, Morrisons, began 
trialling paper bags in some of its stores. Other 
supermarkets too have stopped selling single-use 
plastic bags.

 You may also have read about companies 
taking the glitter out of their products at 
Christmas!

 It’s because most glitter is made from plastic 
and many people believe we have a plastic 
pollution problem.

 But, why is plastic pollution a problem?

 Plastic takes hundreds of years to biodegrade. 
As it does so, it can be harmful to the 
environment.

 Also, plastic doesn’t just disintegrate. Instead, 
as it rots, it breaks down into something called 
microplastics.

 Microplastics get everywhere, from deep in 
the oceans to high on mountain tops. In fact, 
they have been found in the air we breathe, the 
food we eat and even the water we drink.

 This is why lots of people and companies are 
taking plastic pollution seriously and making 
changes to help.

Illustration: The bottles have a paper outer layer.

Glossary

trial Test something to see how well it 
works.

milestone An important event in the 
development of something.

biodegrade To decay and become absorbed 
by the environment.

disintegrate Break into very small parts and 
be destroyed.
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What are microplastics?

• Microplastics are tiny bits of plastic less 
than 5mm long.

• Some microplastics are made on purpose but others 
come from larger pieces of plastic as it breaks apart.
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Questions
1. Which of the following would not be a suitable alternative for ‘giant’ as it is used in the 

sentence: The soft-drinks giant was named the world’s worst plastic polluter for the 
third year in a row last year by environmental group Break Free From Plastic. (tick two)

   ogre 
   company
   pipsqueak
   producer

2. Tick to show whether the statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The drink, Coca-Cola, is delicious.

The company, Coca-Cola, make hundreds of different types of drinks.

The company, Coca-Cola, sells around two billion drinks a day.

Many companies are making changes to reduce plastic pollution.

3. Apart from Coca-Cola, name the two other companies mentioned in the article by name. 

1.  

2.   

4. Where will the trial take place?  

  

5. Summarise the key information in the article using 20 words or fewer.   
  
  
 

6. Give the meaning of the word ‘mission’ as it is used in the sentence: Coca-Cola said that 
making a paper bottle is part of its mission to get rid of plastic waste from its products 
by 2030.   
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