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Astronaut 
Applications in 
3,2,1... 

Do you ever dream of being an astronaut when 
you’re older? Well, the European Space Agency 
(ESA) is inviting people to apply to become an 
astronaut!

For the first time in 11 years, the ESA are 
inviting members of the public to apply to 
become astronauts.

Jan Wörner, ESA’s Director General, has said, 
“To go farther than we ever have before, we need 
to look wider than we ever have before.”

The ESA are especially encouraging women 
to apply. They hope to increase the number of 
women working for them as they say, “we are 
seeking to expand gender diversity in our ranks”.

According to David Parker, ESA Director of 
Human and Robotic Exploration, “Representing 
all parts of our society is a concern that we take 
very seriously,” and “Diversity at ESA should 
not only address the origin, age, background 
or gender of our astronauts, but also perhaps 
physical disabilities.”

The ESA are now launching a parastronaut 
feasibility project. This aims to support those 
with physical disabilities to achieve their dreams 
of working in the industry. 

Applications are being accepted from 
the 31st March until the 28th May, 2021.                    

But it won’t be an easy process. There are six 
stages to the interview and it won’t be until 
October that applicants find out whether they 
have been successful! 

But what skills are needed to become an 
astronaut? 

The ESA haven’t released all of their criteria 
yet, however, having qualifications in science 
is believed to be important. Also, people with 
experience working with aeroplanes, such as test 
pilots or engineers, would also be of interest.

In the future, who knows who the lucky 
people selected will be to join ESA’s existing 
astronauts on their future missions...

Illustration: An astronaut in space.

Glossary

diversity To have a variety or mixture of 
different things.

society A group of people living in a 
community.

origin A person’s background or history. 

criteria Things that will be judged.
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Who were some female space pioneers? 

• Cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova was the 
first woman in space when she took part in 
the 1963 Vostok 6 mission. 

• Astronaut Mae Jemison was the first Black 
woman in space in 1992 in the Endeavour 
space shuttle.  
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Questions
1. Who was the first Black woman in space? 

  

2. In the paragraph beginning: ‘The ESA are especially encouraging women to apply.’ Find a 
word which is similar in meaning to the phrase ‘looking for.’  

  

3. What evidence is there in the article to show that it is not easy to get a job as an 
astronaut?   
 

4. What is a parastronaut?  

  

5. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in. One has been 
done for you. 
 

  The ESA launched the parastronaut feasibility project. 
1   The Vostok 6 mission went to space.  

  This year’s astronaut applications close.  
  Mae Jemison travelled in the Endeavour space shuttle. 

6. Using information from the story, fill in the missing words to complete the sentence. 
To be an astronaut it is important to have        qualifications. 
Experience working with       is also helpful.  
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