
 

 

What is wrong with 

plastic? 
Plastic is cheap, strong, waterproof and lasts for 

a long time. 

 

So what’s wrong with it? 

 

For us not a lot but for the environment, the 
planet, the oceans and the animals it is horrible! 

I’ll show you why… 

Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module one to find out what it 
means! 



Problem 1 
We make too much of it!  

 
This is a landfill, it is a big hole in the ground where 

we dump our rubbish, then it just sits there for 
thousands of years! There are thousands of these 
huge waste piles all over the world, no trees, no 

animals, just rubbish taking up lots of space! 

 
 

Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module one to find out what it 
means! 

Activity 
Have a look around your house, your kitchen and bathroom especially and see how 
many things we buy that comes in single use plastic.  
 
Count ten of those things, only one of those ten will get recycled! The other nine will 
end up in a landfill like this or the ocean! 

 



Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module 
one to find out what it means! 

Problem 2 
It Doesn’t Go Away! 
 
As we know, plastic is strong 
and waterproof which while 
that makes it good for bags 
you can carry shopping in 
the rain, for toothbrushes 
and for straws that won’t go 
soggy in your milkshake 
once you have used it and 
thrown it away, it doesn’t go 
away. 
 
Things like cardboard, paper 
and food decompose and 
eventually become soil, 
plastic doesn’t do that, it 
stays for a very long time 
and needs to go somewhere. 

Activity 
Look at module 3, ‘make your own compost’ 
experiment with different materials (paper, cardboard, 
plastic, glass) and see which material turns to soil 
after a few months! 



Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module 
one to find out what it means! 

Problem 3 
It doesn’t disappear 
but it does after a 
very long time 
break into tiny 
pieces called 
‘Microplastics’ 

 
Plastic doesn’t 
decompose and help new 
things to grow. After a 
long time it breaks into 
smaller pieces. These 
pieces are very 
dangerous because they 
get eaten by animals and 
fish and even end up in 
our water. Microplastics 
have even been found in 
ice in the arctic! 
 
This is bad for us because 
plastic ends up in our 
food! Activity 

Have a look at ‘what are eco bricks and how 
to make them’ in the module. Give it a go!  



Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module one to find out what it 
means! 

Problem 4 
Our rubbish ends up in 
poorer countries! 
 
So many countries do not 
have as much money as us, 
so richer countries like us 
paid them to take our 
rubbish. 
 
Living in rubbish is normal for 
many people!  

Activity 
 
Have a look at your rubbish 
and recycling bin. 
Close your eyes and imagine 
what it would like to walk to 
school through a mountain of 
rubbish. How would you feel? 



Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module one to find out what it 
means! 

Problem 5 
The Ocean is full of plastic! 
 
Remember those ten pieces of plastic you counted? 
One of them will become something new through 
recycling but the other nine will end up in a landfill 
and the oceans! Even some of the plastic sent to 
recycling ends up in the oceans because it runs off to 
the rivers and streams which end up in the ocean. 
 
The middle picture is not made of earth, it is a giant 
island in the Pacific ocean MADE OF PLASTIC!  
The ocean currents move the plastic there and keep it 
in place. It is THREE TIMES BIGGER THAN FRANCE! 
 
 

By 2050 scientists think there will be 
more plastic in the oceans than fish! 
 

 
Activity 
Look on the internet (use www.ecosia.org 
instead of google to plant trees!). Type in 
‘Garbage island’ and find out some more about 
it! 

 



Check any words written in red in the eco glossary in module one to find out what it 
means! 

Problem 6  
It is Killing Animals 
 
So much plastic is ending up in the ocean 
and it can take thousands of years to break 
down into microplastics. 
 
Animals don’t understand that there are 
now some things in their ocean thats 
dangerous for them, they don’t know what 
plastic is or that it will kill them, they get 
trapped in it, choked by it and eat it. Turtles 
eat plastic bags thinking they are jellyfish, 
seagulls and whales have been found with 
their stomachs full of plastic. They get so 
full of it they have no room left for food and 
die from starvation. 

 
Activity 
Do a beach clean! Even a small one! Or 
even just pick up at least five pieces of 
litter next time your at the beach or 
anywhere! Make a habit of putting litter in 
the bin or better yet the recycling bin! 
Make sure you wash your hands 
afterwards!  

 



Check any words written in red in the eco 
glossary in module one to find out what it 
means! 

Problem 7 
Only 1 out of nine pieces of 
plastics will get recycled. 
 
Recycling is really important, we are making 
and using too much plastic, we need to stop 
making new things and start recycling more.  
 
There are some problems with recycling 
though. 
 
1) You have to wash and dry your recycling 
properly, if there is the tiniest bit of food or 
water on it it can create and pass germs to 
the other things being recycled. The bin men 
will throw it in a landfill or it might end up in 
the ocean. 
 
2) Not enough things are recycled that could 
be, like black plastic because the recycling 
plants don’t have the right equipment to 
recycle it. Look at Terracycle, they recycle 
everything! https://www.terracycle.com/en-
GB/ 
 
3) Even when you recycle something, it can’t 
be recycled again and again, a bottle can be 
turned into shorts and the shorts won’t be 
recycled because it uses more energy, time 
and money than people want so it will be 
thrown in the bin.  

Activity 
Have a look through your recycling bin, is everything 
in there clean and dry? If not clean and dry it! Why 
don’t you become the recycle boss of your house? 
 
If you don’t recycle in your house, get started! Ask 
your parents if its ok if you do it, if they know you’re 
in charge of it they will probably be fine with it! 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/
https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/
https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/


Check any words 
written in red in 
the eco glossary 
in module one to 
find out what it 
means! 

So how can we solve these problems? 
 

1) Do some research, use www.ecosia.org (the 
website that plants trees) to find out more about 
plastic pollution, garbage island, recycling and what 
plastic does to the environment. 
 

2) Follow do the three R’s in this order: 
      -Reduce this means buying less single use plastic. 
Try buying reusable things like metal bottles, bamboo 
straws and bamboo toothbrushes instead of plastic or 
sometimes going without something. I know that can 
be hard but the environment will thank you for it! 
 
      - Reuse this means reusing things instead of 
throwing them away. Things like takeaway tubs can be 
reused as lunchboxes. 
 
     - Recycle this should be the last thing you do with 
rubbish and you should choose this over throwing 
things in the bin if you want to be an eco warrior and 
help the planet. It’s when you put rubbish in the 
recycle bin to become something new.  
 
 
Recycling should be the absolute last resort 
because you can’t recycle things again and again 
so eventually it will end up in a landfill or ocean.  
 
Buying less and reusing is the best way to go to 
get them to make less plastic! 

  
 

http://www.ecosia.org/

